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Going green

Sustainable organic produce

GROWING organic and sustainable
produce is an increasingly attractive
prospect for many farmers, regardless
of the scale of their operations.

Farmtech, East Gippsland TAFE's
specialist agriculture and horticulture
education centre, offers a Diploma
of Agriculture (Organics) which can
be studied flexibly and online over a
two-year period, starting in any term
on a rolling basis.

Interested participants can join the
course at the beginning of a term,
building towards completion in any
two-year period.

In an innovative program, the
Diploma of Agriculture (Organics) is
taught by experienced teachers in a
blend of online, videos and face-to-
face delivery in class and on-farm.

Classes are held at the working
farm at Farmtech on Aerodrome Road
on the outskirts of Sale, where they
also run courses in horticulture and
equine studies. Study visits are also
made to participants’ farms, where
students can see a variety of different
practices in operation.

Units studied include: developing
practical plans to manage your
own farm, understanding animal
health and welfare, microbiology,
learning integrated pasture and crop
production, sustainable pest and
weed control strategies, building soil
health, and much more.

John Alexander, 29, of Walpa near
Bairnsdale, is a fifth generation
conventional farmer with sheep and
beef production on 728 hectares.

He joined the course because
he wanted to investigate ways to
introduce more sustainable practices,

particularly in fertiliser application
and soil management.

John only recently returned to the
farm to work with his parents after
first studying tourism at university
and then working in Europe.

“Mum and Dad were resigned to the
fact that I wouldn't come back, but I
started to show more of an interest in

‘the farm,” he said.

“Dad is very open to my suggestions
- he is always very encouraging and
understands what I am trying to do,”
John said.

“We are currently running the farm
well and not doing anything detrimen-
tal - the fact that it is a fifth-generation
enterprise speaks for itself. But this is
about sustainability. I want to protect
the soil and reduce chemical usage,”
John said.

Successful organic farming for John
will mean being able to make the best
and most sustainable use of the soil,
pasture and water that he has at his
disposal - all of which will lead to well-
produced and sought-after livestock.

Madeline Watts, 20, of Blue Sky
Organics, has planted herself firmly
into her chosen career and is already
harvesting the benefits - literally.

Passionate about organic principles
and expanding consumers’ knowledge
of the food choices they make,
Madeline launched a garlic farm on
her parents’ property near Eagle
Point, with a second property at
Murrindal, near Buchan.

The Watts family use no chemicals,
weed manually and ensure they are
using the most sustainable practices
to produce a robust, quality crop.

“I want to help educate people about
the food they eat and what has been
done to it,” Madeline said.

She initially began studying an
ecological agriculture degree in
NSW but discovered the Diploma of
Agriculture (Organics) at Farmtech
and realised it would provide the
support she needed.

“I have been able to work my
certification planning into my course
work," she said.

Halfway into her diploma, she’s
already well on the way to completing
her certification with Organic Growers
Australia (OGA) at Eagle Point and
pre-certification at Murrindal.

For more information on the
Farmtech Diploma of Agriculture
(Organics), phone Suzie Shiels or
Michael Coffey on 5142 2541 or visit
egtafevic.edu.au.
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Organics?
East Gippsland TAFE’s specialist Farmtech
Education Centre offers everything from workshops,
short courses, Certificate Il and 111 in Horticulture
and a full Diploma of Agriculture (Organics)

We also offer Gourmet Gardening workshops, including:
* Home food production, compost-making and garden design
* Fruit and berry pruning, propagation and building a wood ftred oven
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